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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 12 
by Peter Ellis. 
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As this series draws to 4 closé I need to point out the "hipstick Serub" 

has a number of component subdivisions in its make-up. This is outlined in 52 
Paton's, "The Plants of the Whipstick Scrub, Bendigo.", as read before the Field 
Naturalists' Club of Victoria, 8th October 1923, and published in the 
"Victorian. Naturalist" Vol.XL of February 1924 P.189-209. 


He points one the four mallees only intermingle in a few localities (Dennis Sone 
King's bloék‘- allot.2 of Whirrakee B was one: Seance but has been cléared 
although it appears to be regenerating again; and the area cleared by So rere 
- allot.18 of Whirrakee C was another). 


The south western Whipstick carries. almost exclusively Green Mallee whilst in 
the central region it occurs mixed with Blue Mallee, which becomes dominant 
towards the eastern limits as the Green Mallee becomes rare. Bull Mallee occurs” 
over a wide area and mixed with the previous two, but especially the Blue. . 
Kamarooka Mallee becomes the dominant type along the northern fringe and: SHEE 
eco-existant with Bull Mallee where both species are almost aborescent. ; 


The western Whipstick presents several distinctive features with the almost © 
pure stands of Green Mallee and towards Eaglehawk, the islands of Green Mallee .. 
within Ironbark forest. Thisrestern side includes Whipstick species of ground ~ 
flora mixed with typical jesse flora such as Black-eyed Susan, Gold: Dust 

| Bendigo Waxflower, Finger Flower. However most of these species are 

rom the central Whipstick which was the three Mallées and a number 

of spe¢ies not common in the west - namely Pseudanthus, Scarlet Mint Bush, 
Round-leaf form of Gold Dust Wattle (Senmeany Acacia obliqua or, rotundifolia), 


Side of ania and there are oasis lots of other differences. The northern 
area "bulges" towards Kamarooka and there is a less easily defined change. from. 
/ the central flore until the ‘northern fringe’ with Kamarooka Mallee-ig—reached.—- ~— 
/ when the bush becomes open, and somewhat park-like, . as it ‘changes to Grey Box | +¢ 
forest with an understorey of Grey Mulga, Hop: Busgh- and -the-oeourrence of remnant. 
species of the northern plains. 


Back on the western side, whilst it is common:to.see islands: of pure Green 
Mallee in the Ironbark forest it is unusual to see Ironbarks scattered through | 
the Green Mallee. An area of private land west of Flagstaff Hill and Whipstick 
Rd., has this feature plus the rich ground flora we are familiar with, around ae 
Shadbolt's and Flagstaff Hill, 


It was Jerry Chellacombe “who ‘observed | ‘this feature and also that it is’ ‘an 
important scenic extension of the Flagstaff Hill area. He asked why the ByF.N.C. 
had not placedthis area on its: priority list?-I-guess we'd never thought of 
it in thatélight before. But-it is within, the boundary of the 1.D.0.: and was | 
certainly included on the revised 1985 list. Jerry was quite correct:in. his: 
assessment of its attraction and importance, and the flagstaff Hill saAieayag 
would’ be spoilt if the western side. was cleared or developed to the Reto 
Road frontage. ~ 


Now the eastern prolongation of Takai which ute out towards Cneone is 

an extension of the central flora, but in places perhaps more noticeably enriched 
with the northern fringe species than elsewhere. This included the area cleared 
by Robertson where the four Mallees occurred and which Leon Ruedin considered 

to be one of the richest and showiest areas of flora in the entire Whipstick. 


3. 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIFSTICK - PART 12 continued 


Except for possibly one isolated area of natural pushland, Allotment 13 of 15 
Parish of Bagshot remains the only block of the entire eastern prolongation 
that could still be saved and jointed to the Kamarooka State Park. 


As outlined in Part 5, Whirrakee Vol.8 No.10 of Nov.1987, the initial listing 
of priority blocks was made in November 1971 as a result of a suggestion to 
the C.C.V. by Mr Hamer (then Chief Secretary). At this time Frank Robbins with 
the help of Jack Kellam was nearing completion of his Whipstick surveys. 

On the February of 1972,an excited Frank Robbins arrived at the committee 
meeting of that month, saying he had nearly completed his surveys and that the 
test area he and Jack Kellam had seen was that in the vicinity of "Ma Dalley's". 
The area referred to was allotment 49 of 12 Parish of Egerton, and allotment 
13 of 15 Parish of Bagshot, and owned by "Ma Dalley". Ma Dalley was a lady who 
made her fortune in Melbourne by trading in scrap metal, and who in the 
Whipstick operated a miniature Eucalyptus Still which wes completely different 
to all other local distilleries, and which was very efficient. About the time 
of Frank's report, perhaps a little later or a little earlier, Ma Dally sold 
her Whipstick holdings to a local Ywhipstick pioneering family- the Clay's. 

Had the Governnent been quick off the mark following the Whipstick Seminar, 

it is just possible they could have acquired the Ma Dalley property. 


Meanwhile Frank enthused about the richness of flora and bird life in the area 
and the fact that 13 of 15 appeared to be virgin mallee in pristine condition. 
13 of 15 was just joined to the proposed Forest Park by a narrow arm of state 
forest and at the time completely linked by the triangular 49 of 12 which 
fitted snugly between the State Forest, 13 of 15 and the narrow forest arm, 

At that time 49 of 12 which once had been cleared, was covered with Kamarooka 
Mallee/Grey Box, with a rich understorey of flora, except for one cultivated 
corner, which also was showing signs of regeneration. 


Frank requested these two allotments be added to the list of priority blocks 
that had been nominated three months previously. This was done and the C.C.V. 
were able to add them to the final list for the state, which was to be sent 
+o the new Premier (Mr.Hamer) and to the National Estate. The B.F.N.C. 
requested those two blocks be placed near the top of the list. 


When Jerry Chellacombe arrived in Bendigo he likewise "discovered" the Ma 
Dalley block(s). 13 of 15 was his favourite and he considered it to be top 
priority because of its pristine condition and in his opinion it carried the 
best stand of untouched Kamarooka Mallee in the entire Whipstick. (Actually 

it is the best of a greater single stand of Kamarooka Mallee that extends 

from Ruedin's blocks of 12 Whirrakee C, 28 of Egerton, and the acquired 27 

of Egerton through to 13 of 15. 49 of 12 has since unfortunately been cleared, ) 


Now except for roadside stops I'd never seen the content of this block, so I 
arranged with Frank for a first hand inspection. It was most impressive and 

one I was later to show Rob Watkins who had asked if the Whipstick had any 
remaining densely covered scrubby blocks similar to that still to be found 

in the Inglewood and Wychitella Mallees. He also was impressed and particularly 
at the numerous nesting sites and habitat for birds. Apart from the magnificent 
stand of Kamarooka Mallee, the balance of the block was densely covered 

in Green Mallee and Melaleuca scrub. 


4. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 12 continued 
alate earner eae en ate acca orto 


Eric Wilkinson and I nearly had to carry Frnk Robbins out of Barfold: Gorge once, 
because he ran out of puff and had forgotten his tablets. Well Frank nearly had 
to carry me out from the thick of 13 of 15. It was 1978 and I was about to embark 
on an overseas tour of Asia. The aftermath of a Smallpox injection caught up 
with me on that warm Spring day at ‘fa Dalleys - the scrub whirled, fading 

in and out of focus. I beat a somewhat hasty and fumbled retreat to the car. 


The new owners wished to clear part of both blocks (the Kamarooka Mallee/ 

Box sections ~ the better soils), and from my memory the Planning Authority had 
said there was a better chance of receiving approval for say 49 of 12 if it 

was agreed to leave 13 of 15 untouched. Ken Read also remembers this "gentleman's 
agreement", but short of contacting Jerry Chellacombe at Armidale, I would 

have no way of substantiating that now. It may never have been in writing. 

At any rate I believe the Department of Conservation must have regarded 49 of 
12 to be of sufficient value both for its rich ground flora in the back section, 
and its obvious importance as a linkage between the Forest Park and 3 ROfmelos 
to block approval to clear it; and the Loddon/Campaspe Plannning Authority 

also joined with the Department on this. 


In the meantime the family property had been redistributed between the next 
generation. Later they re-applied for a permit to clear 49 of 12, and finally 
lodged an appeal with the Tribunal Appeals Board. The appeal was upheld and 

AY of 12 cleared. Ray Wallace and I represented the Club at this Tribunal hearing, 
Ken Read, Malcolm Jack and Jerry Chellacombe were there also. The Clay family 

had a legitimate case, they were long term residents of the area, farming was 
their livelihood and they had a sound argument for needing to expand their 
property. (As Frank Hallaron once said; if wo wero lend owners out there, we'd . 
be one the Field Nats., Forests Commission and Planning Authorities to @#*! 
off too! 


The approval to clear was granted on that basis and the fact the Department of 
Conservation was not prepared to put up the money to buy the land. I think the 
Tribunal's decision for those reasons was fair enough, but I was disgusted with 
their line of questioning; basically an insult to ones intelligence,It was very 
obvious they had made up their minds before hand, We pointed out the land was 
very marginal, not of reasonable agricultural merit as the neighbouring areas 
cleared by Robertson and Thoroughgood testified; and that the collective clearing 
of these lands were adding to saltation problems and the siltation of better 
lands to the north, But our main argument was on the extreme significance of 

13 of 15 as outlined above and that almost certainly one day, it, and 49 of 12 
would be added to.the Whipstick Park, Permission to clear 49 of 12 was only 
going to escalate the costs, and damage the valuable linkage habitat. It was 

not likely to be of real agricultural value in the long term anyway. It fell on 
deaf ears. A few years ago clearing even commenced in the centre of 13 of 15, 
although I believe it has since ceased and is regenerating well. The larger 
balance of the block is still in primeval condition. The clearing should never 
have been allowed to happen, and the Government and its rzlevant departments 

of the day have a lot to answer for, over that episode. I think with the right 
approach and an offer to buy or exchange land could have saved the day, 
The particular family are approachable people and I wouldn't say it's too late © 
to reverse the developments and have all of 13 of 15 and possibly 49 of 12 
(which would need to be revegetated) added to the State Park, Some of the adjoining 
sections (Big Desert etc.) east and west of this most valuable unit are 
regenerating, or capable of regenerating at this stage, and I believe one day 
will "square off" 13 of 15 with the Park. 


ae Dy 
CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 12 continued 


There have not been any substantial acquisitions and additions to the Park 
since the last group organised by the former Minister for Conservation - 

the Hon.Rod. McKenzie, but it is hoped the present Minister - the Hon.Joan 
Kirner with her’ pérsonal interest in the Whipstick will ensure the remaining 
vital areas are quickly and finally secured, These include the above mentioned 
13 of 15, part of the Ruedin Estate, Tennyson Road frontages and the block 
known as "Makepeaces", which remains’a threat to the Reference Area. This 
will finally bring to fruition the drawn out events of the 30 years plus 
campaign for the conservation of the Whipstick. 


Also the Skylark Dam area and sections in the Parish of Neilborough to the north 
(allotments 11 of L, 45/46 and 42B and 420) which were acquired were not included 
in the Whipstick State Park. (Also Cockatoo Reservoir area. ) 


It will be apparent from the B.F.N.C. submission to the L.C.C. that it was not 
intended to completely eliminate "selective" eucalyptus harvesting from all 
areas, that it be encouraged more on the western side towards Neilborough, so 
that primitive areas free from such cutting could be established in the north/ 
central areas, which in face has been achieved in what is now mainly part of 
the Kamarooka State Park. It was not the intention of haveing the western side 
designated purely as "eucalyptus reserve", A Regional Park on the western side 
would have allowed for Eucalyptus cutting, particularly from an historical 
viewpoint aswell as being practical, and at least recognising the natural 
history importance of the area. Cockatoo Reservoir and environs, Skylerk Dam area, 
Black Rock and the National Estate funded acquisitions such as part of the Red 
Box Hut block are all very important and significant features, requiring better 
protection and designation than that of a mere Eucalyptus Oil Reserve. 

The rare Westringia crassifolia is hardly adequately protected by a few dotted 
flora reserves on a map on otherwise "uncommitted" crown land throughout part 
of which the Westringia is scattered, Additionally this land is the main vital 
corridor between the Kamarooka State Park and the Whipstick State Park. 


I believe the Minister and her Department of Conservation Forests and Lands are 
well aware that the total Whipstick greenbelt must be protected and treated as 
if it were one Park, But there are aspects the B.F.N.C. must keep watch-dog 
over and re-address when next the L.C.C, review the area. 
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MISTLETOES 
by Rod Orr. 


Mistletoes areParasitio plants with leaves and/or stems which are able to 
photosynthesise but they require attachment by specialised roots to host plants 
which provide water and some essential nutrients (both organic and inorganic 
chemicals), Because of this partial dependence on host plants mistletoes are 
probably better described as hemi-parasites although this term is rarely used, 


Most mistletoes are stem parasites (aerial parasites); all mistletoes found 
in this region are aerial parasites; Nuytsia floribunda (W.A.Christmas Tree) 
is a parasitic tree whose roots are attached underground to the roots of trees 
growing nearby.(Quandong and Cherry Ballart are similar plants found locally 
which attach to the roots of trees growing near them, although we do not have 
any mistletoes in the region which are root parasites). 


Most mistletoes have a readily observed single point of attachment to the host 
and characteristically grow out from a large woody swelling on the branch of the 
host plant - Box Mistletoe (Amyema miquellii) shows this growth habit. By 
contrast, Creeping Mistletoe (Muellerina eucalyptoides ) extends itself by growing 


roots which spread over the bark of the stem of the host plant; these roots 

are also able to penetrate the bark of the host plant and to begin new growths, 
sometimes to such an extent that the host becomes well covered by this 

mistletoe, Many Red Gums on the Calder Highway near Harcourt are heavily infested, 


Occurrence of Mistletoes 


Mistletoes occur on every continen} (except Antarctica), with the following 
distribution of genera and species’, 


Families Genera Species 
‘World 2 72 1300 
Australia 2 14 80 
Victoria 2 6 12 
1 3 8 


N.C.Study Area 


Of those mistietoes which occur in Australia, about 62 species (8,genera) are 
found on no other continent (endemic and restricted to Australia )~, No mistletoes 
are found in Tasmania, The major family of mistletoes in Australia is the 
Loranthaceae with about 76 species in 12 genera; this family is well represented 
in the Southern Hemisphere - it is generally considered to be an ancient 
Gondwanan family which was well established and distributed before the separation 
of the southern continents; the remaining 4 species (in 2 genera) represented 

in Australia are classified in,the family Viscaceae which is generally 

regarded as a tropical invader~, 


Many Australian mistletoes are able to parasitise several hosts, in some cases 
from different genera or even of different families of plants, and are found 

in many different areas because of this versatility. Some parasitise only a 

very few suitable hosts, and as a consequence, are restricted by the distribution 
of the host plants. ; 


For them all, however, the common and widespread Mistletoe bird is the usual 
agent of dispersal, spreading mistletoe seeds to new host plants. 


MISTLETOES continued 


Mistletoes which occur in Victoria 


Twelve species of mistletoe occur in Victoria, and of these, 8 occur in the 
North Central Region, 7 species being found reasonably close to Bendigo. 
The 12 Victorian species are: 


Amyema Linophyllum Dendrophthoe vitellina 
Amyema miquellii Korthalsella rubra 
Amyema miraculosum Lysiana exocarpi 

Amyema pendulum ; Muellerina celastroides 
Amyema preissii _ Muellerina eucalyptoides 
Amyema quandang Notothixos subaureus 


The 'locally' occurring mistletoes are: 


Amyema lLinophyllum near Carisbrook 

Amyema miquellii widespread through the region 
Amyema miraculosum near Inglewood 

Anyema pendulum Big Hill; Sedgwick 

Amyema preissii Castlemaine 

Amyema quandang ' Big Hill; Sedgwick 

Lysiana exocarpi near Carisbrook 

Muellerina eucalyptoides Big Hill; Sedgwick; Harcourt 


The remaining 4 mistletoes are rare in Victoria, being found only in the far 
east of Gippsland. pre 


Dendrophthoe vitellina near Mallacoota 


Korthalsella rubra near Mallacoota 
Muellerina celastroides Gippsland Lakes National Park 
Notothixos subaureus near Mallacoota 


My main interest 


When I first became interested in mistletoes, I wanted to discover which 
Victorian species of mistletoes occurred here, in the Bendigo regjon of the 
North-Central Victorian Study Area (in Areas I & J in particular )*, and how 
they were distributed throughtut this region, 


ly main discoveries 


1, Although Amyema pendulum (Drooping Mistletoe) is said”: to be the most common 
mistletoe in Victoria, this is not the case in North Central Victoria where the 
most commonly occurring species is Amyema miquellii (Box Mistletoe) which is 
widespread throughout the entire region and often a locally common parasite on 
several suitable eucalyptus hosts (for example: Red Ironbark; Red, Yellow and 
Grey Box; Red Gum). 


2. Amyema pendulum (Drooping Mistletoe) is best searched for in this district 
by locating large/old Red Stringybarks (Sedgwick; Sutton Grange) although other 
host plants are Long-leaved Box, other Eucalypts, Casuarinas, and Acacias. 


3, Big Hill is a good mistletoe site close to Bendigo, with 4 species: 
Amyema pendulum (Drooping Mistletoe); Amyema miquellii (Box Mistletoe); 


Amyema quandang (Grey Mistletoe); Muellerina eucalyptoides (Creeping Mistletoe) - 
all of these and Lysiana exocarpi (Harlequin Mistletoe) also occur in the 
Kooyoora State Park, 


8. 


MISTLETOES continued 
4, Amyema linophyllun (Buloke Mistletoe) occurs on Casuarinas near Carisbrook, 
the closest to Bendigo that I've found this species. 


5, Amyema preissii (Wire-Leaf Mistletoe) occurs at Castlemaine on a variety 
of Acacia species and near Newstead on Black Wattle. 


6. lLysiana exocarpi (Harlequin Mistletoe) oceurs near Carisbrook on Casuarinas 
and in the Kooyoora State Park on Acacias. 


7, Muellerina eucalyptoides (Creeping Mistletoe) is surprisingly widespread 
through the southern parts of this region with especially impressive occurrences 
along the Calder Highway between Bendigo and Harcourt; near Harcourt generally; 
along the McIvor Highway at Tooboorac - almost always growing on Red Gums but 
also on Casuarina and Black Wattle. 


8. I haven't found Amyema miraculosum near Bendigo, but I've been told by 

Fred Watts that it grows at Inglewood on Quandongs and also on ema miquellii, 
I've found it growing «n several clumps of Anyeca miduellii which, in turn, were 
growing on White Ironbarks along the road between Inglewood and Kingower. 

It grows and flowers well on other mistletoes and on casuarinas near Picnic 
Point on the Murray River. 


9. Kooyoora State Park has a varicd mistletoe flora with Amyema miquellii, 
Amyema pendulum, Amyema CIES and Lysiana exocarpi spread through the park. 
Muellerina Maellerina eucalyptoides, amyema linophyllum, Amyema preissii and Amyema 
miraculosum are listed in the North-Central Area Study as occurring in @ in the park, 
but I have not yet found these species growing there although Amyema miraculosum 
is fairly common nearby. 


Uses/ecological importance 
Food source: 
The fruit of mistletoes are readily eaten by Mistletoe birds and other bird species. 


The leaves of mistletoes are eaten by a variety of insect larvae (for example, 
Pieridae; Wood-white butterfly; Imperial white butterfly; a wide variety of moth 
lsrvae also consume the leaves of various mistletoes). 


Damage to the host plant 


Damage to the host and even the death of the host plant as a consequence of 
mistletoe growth, is widely suspected by casual observers and may be a valid 
concern when very heavy infestations occur, however, many other factors are 
probably also involved in the demise of host plants - for example; unusual extremes 
of local climate (drought, frost); disturbance to the root systems of host plants 
through cultivation, road making etc.; ring-barking of trees by stock; trampling 
of root systems; insect damage to leaves, stems and roots. Many of these are. 
direct causes of decline or death of host plants, or else they damage the host 
to such an extent that other factors, especially invasion by fungi, cause the 
eventual death of the host plent. Infestation of native Australian plants by 
natually occurring mistletoes is better seen as just one of a large number of 
factors which limit the vigour of the host plants rather than the single cause 

of their death. 


MISTLETOES continued 


Mistletoes are not regarded as plants of economic’ importance in Australia except 
in some plantations of exotic trees, where infestations have occasionally 

caused reduced yields, They provide very interesting examples of interactions 
between different organisms in the natural environment, and thus are very useful 
to teachers of ecology. More importantly, they are interesting plants in their 
own right as part of the variety present in many mtural bushland environments, 
It is too easy to undervalue their importance ag naturally occurring food plants 
for a wide variety of animals, as most of these creatures are small and rather 
difficult to observe, although they are of great ecological interest and value, 


Notes 


1, Table compiled from: Barlow,B.A. 'Loranthaceae! and 'Viscaceae! in Flora 
of Australia v 22, Canberra, AGPS, 1984:68,131, and Calder, M, and Bernhardt, P, 
eds. the Biology of Mistletoes, N.S.W., Academic Press, 1983. As there is 
still some debate about the number of genera and species which should be 
recognised as distinct in each of the major families, and even concerning the 
number of families which should be recognised, the numbers given in the table 


can only be regarded as a reasonably accurate indication of the distribution 
of mistletoes, 


2. Barlow, B.A.; loc cit, 
3. loe cit. 


4, Beauglehole, C, The Distribution and Conservation of Vascular Plants in the 
North Central Area, Victoria(map), Western Victorian Field Naturalists Clubs 
Association, Fortland, 1982, 


2. Cochrane, G.R., Fuhrer, B.A., Rotherham, E.R., Willis, J.H. Flowers and 
Flants of Victoria. lst ed.Sydney, Reed, 1968:121 
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NOTE: -- The author of the above article on the local occurrence and distribution 
of mistletoes would be very pleased to receive further information on any of 
the aspects raised in the article, and, in particular, details of the location 
of interesting mistletoe plants in the Bendigo region or elsewhere in Victoria. 


10, 


BIRDS OF THE EAST LODDON PLAINS 
by Tony Ford 


As Major Mitchell viewed the Loddon Plains from Mt Hope and Pyramid Hill in 
1836, he was very impressed by the scene, referring to the "serpentine lines of 
wood" which identified the watercourses, The remnants of those lines of black 
box and red gum form part of an interesting area, full of natural history. 
Much of the area is now farmed - mainly dryland farming, but with a belt of 
irrigation adjoining the Waranga/Mallee Channel. 


During the year, a wide variety of birds inhabit, or visit the area, Michael 
Sharland, who wrote the Shire history to mark it's centenary in 1971, estimated 
thot 170-180 species of birds live or have lived in the Shire.(1) (As well as 
being a local historian of note, Michael Sharland published many books and articles 
on natural history). Amongst the special summer visitors to the area are the 
Wood Sandpipers which visit the Whingee Swamp (2), atham's Snipe from Japan, 
and Rainbow Bee-eaters and Sacred Kingfishers from northern Australia and 
beyond, It was fascinating to watch a pair of Sacred Kingfishers vigorously 
attacking a Goanna, which was trying to raid their nest by the Tang Tang Swamp 
during the summer of 1986/87. Irrigation has probably had a positive effect 

on the number of water birds in the area. Natural wetlands are fairly limited, 
and have been reduced after white settlement, but irrigation has ensured that 
there is a haven for many water birds. In particular, huge flocks of Ibis 
(predominantly Straw-necked) make a majestic and spectacular sight as they 
soar on the summer thermals. Brolgas also visit the area and at least a few 
pairs appear to stay on to breed, Historians have documented that there were 
originally large flocks, so big thet they were seen to pose a threat to 
agriculture. Young children invariably got the job of going out to scare the 
Brolgas off the crops. The largest flock observed in recent years was in June 
1984, when there were over 30 around the Whingee Swamp. cate 


Birds of prey are a feature of the area's bird life, with 10 species being ~ 
identified. The occasional sighting of a Wedge-tailed Eagle is always an 
exciting moment, and there would appear to be a number of pairs breeding around 
the area, 


Out on the open plains, Bustards were once very common, but numbers were reduced 
by habitat reduction and shooting. Bush Thick-knees, or Curlews, were also 

common, but an extension of agriculture and an increase in the-number of predators 
such as foxes has all but sealed their fate. From various reports, there would 
appear to be several pairs remaining within the Shire of Fast Loddon boundaries. 
Australian Pratincoles are still. knovm to frequent the area, with one recently 
being seen working the ground just worked up by a farmer near the northern part’ 

of the Shire. There is some conjecture about the status of the Plains Wanderer, 
which, until comparatively recently,was being observed around the Prairie district. 


The open plains attract a host of parrots and cockatoos, with one of the most 
interesting being the flocks of Budgerigars. The omnipresent Galahs are most 
in evidence in October, when huge creches are established as the parents go 
off in search of food. Major Mitchell saw and named the beautiful cockatoo 
that bears his name, as he traversed the area in 1836. Unfortunately, Major 
Mitchell cockatoos rarely visit the area 150 years later, 


This article has barely touched on some of the aspects of the natural history 
of East Loddon. There is a wealth of knowledge amongst the people of the area, 
and their observations would fill many textbooks. 


References: 


1. These Verdant Plains, by Michael Sharland (Hawthorn Press 1970). 
2. Whirrakee, May 1988, Article by Don Franklin, 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - BIRD OF THE NIGHT DISCUSSION ~ OCTOBER 1987 
WHITE-PLUMED HONEYEATER —- LICHENOSTOMUS PENICTLLATUS 


APPEARANCE: Male and female are alike, and 16.5 ems (6.5 inches) long. 

The general colour is grey above and greyish white underneath. The face, edges 
of the wings, and edges of the tail are yellowish brown, A small white tuft of 
feathers with a black margin above occurs at the sides of the throat. The bill 
is black, and of short length for a honeyeater. The eye is dark. A few black 
feathers occur in the wings. Immatures have yellowish-brown bills. 


CALLS: The usual contact call suggests "chich-a-wee", but there are several 
short calls and variations. The alarm call is similar to that of the Fuscous, 
and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters and Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters alarm calls, that 
is, a rapid repetition of a single note for a prolonged period.-.The dawn eall 

is similar to the call made when a bird soars upwards and then returns quickly 
to a perch, But at dawn the call is repeated over and over again at short 
intervals for maybe up to 15 or 20 minutes. The dawn call varies with individual 
birds, Sometimes a subdued sub-song may also be heard, Sometimes also a single 
sharp "Yip". ; 


HABITAT: Common throughout Bendigo forest areas, but less common in the Red 
Tronbark and Nallee areas. It is widespread through eastern, south eastern and 
central and western Australia, but absent from southern areas of Western Australia 
and South Australia, northern Australia and north Queensland. 


FOOD: Consists of nectar and a wide range cf insects and their tervae such as 
moths and butterflies, beetles, flies, dragon-flies, lerp, ants, and ee pepidere: 
especially hawking after flying ants. ; 


NESTING: Occurs usually between August to January,but in the City area of - Bendigo, 
one pair of birds was observed to nest continuously throughout the year, and 
successfully raising 5 clutches of sometimes 2, sometimes 3 young. Both parents 
assist in incubation of the eggs and feeding the young. Incubation takes about 

14 days, and the young leave the nest in about 15 days. The nest is built usually 
in the outer foliage of a tree or shrub, to which it is suspended by the rim. 

The height of the nest above ground varies from about 4 or 5 feet, and up to 

60 feet. It is built of fine strips of bark, thin rootlets, grass, cobwebs and 
spider egg sacs, and lined with hair, fur and similar soft material. 

Two to three eggs may be laid, The eggs vary from white to pink, with fine 
reddish or purplish spots, mainly towards the larger end. 


HABITS: Like similar honeyeaters, they call in all seasons of the year. 

Also, like other honeyeaters they are prone to make sudden soaring flights, 

at the same time uttering a call which is different from the normal contact call, 
then partly closing the wings, descend swiftly to a perch, The birds are restless 
and active, often being the first to spot a predator and raise the alarm with 
its alarm call. In hot weather they often come to water to drink and bathe. 


GENERAL: Birds further north, particularly along the Murray River have more 
yellow colour on the crowm of the head. They appear to have a preference for 
habitat near water such as watercourses, dems, lakes, reservoirs, where suitable 
tree vegetation occurs. Usually in small family parties of up to 7 or 8, 
probably the result of 3 broods, They will attack larger birds e.g. Red Wattle 
Birds, when they are breeding, Have been parasitized by Pallid, Fan-tailed, 
Horsfield Bronze and Golden Bronze Cuckoos, Generally in the Bendigo District, 
White-plumed Honeyeaters appear to be sedentary, whereas Fuscous Honeyeeters 
move about more freely. White-plumed Honeyeaters are often found in street trees 
and native gardens in towns, and, because of their attraction to being near 
water are sometimes seen in vegetation around swimming pools and catching insects 
on the surface. Have been found drowned there, also, 


Compiled by Bill Flentje. 
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AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS 
; ai = by Tom Patullo. 


There were five members present on a damp evening in May 1988, 


On the Specimen table were:- 

Four Autumn flowering Acacias. 

Two forms of a trailing plant, Cerapegia woodii, 

Salvia leucantha, 

Two cultivated Terrestrial Orchids; Pterostylis X toveyana 
Acianthus excertus, 


Acacia genistifolia: The Spreading Acacia, widespread and common locally. 
Starts to flower in April and continues on until well into October. The local 
form from the immediate Bendigo area has pale creamy coloured flowers, while 
towards Heathcote the colour changes and becomes more golden. 


Acacia lanigera: The Woolly Wattle, mainly localised to the Diamond Hill area, 
vi a couple of other spots in our region, one being on the top of the 
Gooseneck at Sedgwick, an occurrance which was nearly wiped out some years 

ago when the road was widened. Called Woolly because of the hairy young growth, 
Phyllodes flat, tapering to a point at each end with a number of prominent 
parallel veins. Flowers almost sessile, carried along stems in pairs or singly 
at the leaf axils, and bloom from late April to September, are a very bright 
yellov, The bush grows to four feet in height. 


Acacia iteophylla: A South Australian Wattle, flowers in Autumn, A small rounded 
ree to ten or twelve feet high and wide, with thick foliage and flowers, right 
to ground level, thus is ideal for use in highway median strips to counter 
oneoming headlight glare. An unusual feature of this species is the way it 
carries its flower buds, which in the early stages look like leaf growth shoots, 
later developing into short racemes of small, yellow, fluffy balls. Leaves 
alternate and entirely sessile are long and narrow to four inches long by 
less than quarter inch wide, and give the whole bush, from a distance, a grey 
greenish appearance. When in bloom has a pleasant perfume which can be Soy 
experienced from some distance, 


Acacia berhleri: Another South Australian Wattle, which at a distance bears a 
resemblance to our own local Golden Wattle, but on closer aquaintance shows a 
stiffer, more upright mture, with much Jarger golden balls, and lacking the 
sweet perfume of A,pycnantha. Instead it has a pungent odour which is not 
pleasant to experience at close quarters, It is however a lovely sight when 
in full bloom in late April, May and June, 


Pterostylis X toveyana: The Mentone Orchid, a natural hybrid. The flower isa .__ 
Tittle = than our Pterostylis nana, the Dwarf Greenhood orchid, but similar 
in shape and features, also has a rusty tinge at the opening of the hood, 

Another different feature of this hybrid greenhood is that the flower stalk 

rises from the bare ground, with the basal rosette coming up alongside the flower 


stem at flowering time. 


Acianthus excertus: The Gnat Orchid, Green form, There appears to be two forms 
fo) is orchid, The most common locally being the brown form with the eight to 
ten tiny flowers along the sten, being a distinct reddish colour, and basal 
leaf very rounded and clinging close to the ground, The green form, as the name 
implies, having green flowers. The basal leaf of this form is distinctly pointed 
and rises up to an inch off the ground. The only locality I know for the green 
form in our area, is on Whites Hill at Mandurang. However Graham Hill reports 
that the green form occurs also in the Whipstick, The basal leaf of each form 
is red underneath. 
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AN EVENING WITH THE BOTANISTS continued 


On Jack's Video:- 


Rock Isotome Isotome axilaris 
Autumn Greenhood Pterostylis revolute 
Weeping Pittosporum Pittosporum phillyreoides 


A very long Legless Lizard - Pygopus 

Fungus at Buckeye Bridge j 

A. Male Cricket (close-up) showing two large burrowing Pap lenerte 
Coral Lichen 

Parson's Bands - Eriochilus cucullatus. 


KER KK KR KKK 


VALE WILL BURGESS 


Members of the Club were saddened to learn of the rather sudden death of Will 
Burgess at Warrnambool on Tuesday the 17th May, at the age of 78 years. 

Will (his only christian name), was a member of the Bird Observers Club, 
Melbourne (now the Bird Observers Club of Australia), for over 50 years. 

He was Hon, Librarian 1937-38, Hon.Secretary and Treasurer 1938 to 1942, and 
was elected to the Committee of the Leach Memorial Club at its 6th Annual 
Meeting in February 1936. Will met his wife to be, formerly Nancy Cox at 
Leach Memorial Club meetings and outings, and they were married in 1938. 
Nancy was also active as a member of the B.0.C. committee as Hon.Asst.Secretary 
1938 to 1942, became Editress of the B.0.C. Monthly Notes (now the "Bird 
Observer") in February 1942, and was President of the Leach Memorial Club 

in 1941. 


Will worked for 46 years at the Athenaeum Library in Melbourne, initially 
as Assistant Librarian, then Chief Librarian, until he retired 13 years ago 
at the age of 65 years. For some time he was also a member of the R.A.0.U. 


After his retirement, Will and Nancy came to, live in Bendigo to be near his 
son Paul, who worked at the Department of Agriculture, and because of his 
wife's ill-health due to an unfortunate car accident. Nancy died in 1977, 


Will had been a member of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club for over 11 years, 
and served as Librarian, and on the Bird of the Night Committee, and Bird 
Notes and Observations Committee of the Bird Observers Group, for a number of 
years. He was always friendly, thought fut and ready to help others - a quiet 
acheiver. 


~The Club extends condolences to Will's son Paul, daughter-in-law Jillian 
and family. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


From the B.0.G. meeting of 3/6/88. 


Highlights 


Australian Bustard, 1, between Goornong and Elmore, 15/5/88. 
Regent Honeyeater, 1, Kingower Forest, 17/5/88. 


Other observations 


Little Friarbird, 1, Epsom, May 1988 

Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, 'numerous', Inglewood Forest, 15/5/88 
Rose Robin, 1 male, Strathfieldsaye, 11/5/88 

Superb Blue Wren returning to backyard, Strathfieldsaye, 25/5/88 
White-browed Scrub-wren, 1, Strathfieldsaye, 11/5/88 

Painted Quail, 1, Mandurang, 26/5/88 

Richards Pipit, 4, Strathfieldsaye, 14/5/88 

Peregrine Faleon, 1 or 2 Strathfieldsaye area, April & May 1988 Es: 
Long-billed Corella, 8, Strathfieldsaye, 11/5/88 

Long-billed Corella, 35+, Strathfieldsaye, 22/5/88 

Crimson Rosella, 1 adult, Bendigo City, 31/5/88 

New Holland Honeyeater, 1, Central business area of Bendigo, 7/5/88 


Lists submitted 


Strathfieldsaye, 11 & 14/5/88 

Marong Forest, 25/5/88 

Maiden Gully, 20/4 - 3)/5/88 

Birds at a sandheap, Tarnagulla, 11/11/87 - 13/1/88, from The Bird Observer,May 83. 


Notes 


Without doubt and in spite of a Regent Honeyeater sighting, the highlight of the 
month was the presence of a solitary Bustard or Plains Turkey as it is know near 
the highway between Elmore and Goornong. Standing at times over a metre tall, 
this ground-dwelling and nesting bird of grasslands and semi-deserts has long 

ago retreated from most of its former southern Australian haunts, but fortunately 
remains fairly plentiful in northern Australia, It is now regarded as an 
extremely rare bird in Victoria, where it is to be seen fairly regularly only 

in a particularly remote area of farmland and mallee heathland in the State's 
north-west. We believe this may be the first record this century of the Bustard 
in our district. 


The Regent Honeyeater record is the first for the district this year. The bird 

at Kingower near Inglewood was chased away by a mob of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters. 

It is not unusual for the Regent to be the butt for aggression, though the B.0.G.'s ; 
records normally refer to Red Wattlebirds and Noisy Miners as the culprits. We \ 
also have records of Regents lording it over Fuscous and White-plumed Honeyeaters. 

It has been suggested that the Regent Honeyeater's aggressive interactions with 

other honeyeaters may provide the key to the secret of the Regent Honeyeater's 
decline. 


The mystery bird from the Kingower Forest which associates with Red Wattlebirds 
and looks a little like one (brief glimpses only have been obtained), but sounds 
quite different, has turned up again this year, This bird is an interesting 
ehallenge for members, 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS continued 


Yellow-faced Honeyeaters are present in the Kingower Forest in record numbers, 

and White-naped Honeyeaters are present also. Most of our wintering migrants 

have turned up, including one male and possibly a female Rose Robin at Strathfieldsaye. 
Reports of Rose Robins in the district average only one or two per year, Some ~- 

years none are seen. But there is now sufficient evidence to suggest that it is 
in:fact a regular but uncommon. winter visitor. One winter.migrant that has not | 

as yet been reported to the B.0.G. is the Pied Currawong,. 


A series of. sightings of the Peregrine Falcon in the Strathfieldsaye and Emu 
Creek area, including-a pair seen in April, suggest that a breeding pair may 
have taken up residence, On several occassions one of the birds has been seen 
swooping Domestic Pigeons and Galahs, gaining height above the prey and diving 
through the flocks. Success has not yet been noted, although with the latest 
sighting, after breaking up the flock to concentrate on a single bird, both 
Peregrine and prey disappeared behind the trees. 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP MEETING REPORT 


"Vast is east and west is west 
And never the twain shall meet." 


Or so we have been told. However the east of the Field & Game Association and 
the west of the Bird Observers Group met quite amicably on Friday, June 3rd, 

when Mr Des Thomas came from Kerang to speak of the very tragic salinity problems 
in that region. He proved to have as deep a love for a natural world as any 
conservationist. 


Although a duek-shooter, Mr Thomas has had a life-long interest in the great 
chain of lakes, swamps and marshes of this, his home area, and has watched with 
dismay, the ecological disaster strike them through their natural balance being 
upset by irrigation. An irrigator himself, he believes that measures taken to 
correct the salinity have actually added to the problem, For instance, draining 
of wetlands actually allows -.aline water from as far away as Axcdale to seep up 
into them, 


Mr Thomas screened a video film showing Cullens Lake teeming with a great ie 
of wildfowl in 1977/78, a drought refuge and nesting site for thousands of birds. 
By interfering with the natural flow of water through the lake, Cullens Lake is: 
now a saline wasteland. Mr Thomas, who was awarded the Order of Australia for 
his work in preserving the Ibis rookeries, believes that a Socia-Economic value 
needs to be put on Wetlands before they will receive the ce EEE 2 for 
their proper management. 


He said that, although the Government has received millions of dollars from 
shooters! licences ovex the years,’ the Field & Game Association has been refused 
permission to buy fresh water to run through Cullens Lake each two or three 
years in order to preserve the habitat. He believes that the Murray-Darling 
drainage’ system must be treated as a whole and not in the piece-meal fashion of 
the past, and urges all Field ivaturalists to do all in their power to assist. 


In thanking the speaker. Don Franklin said that Field Naturalists had a lot more 
in common with Field & Game members than might be expected, and agreed that 
preservation of habitat was of prime importance to bird life. 
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EXCURSION NOTICE , oy Sty 8 aE ves coke 
AUGUST EXCURSION: Sunday 14th. 
Planted and remnant vegetation of the Loddon River Plains. 


Leaders: Tony Ford and Alf Howe, both SHERMAN ¢ of the East atten: area and 
members of ourClub,. 


Meeting time: 9.00 a.m. outside Minis stry of Education buildings, Havlin Street. 
(NOTE EARLIER TIME to allow for travel. ) 


Proceed to Mr. Bill Twige's property at Bear's Lagoon to ‘inspect results of 
many years of tree-planting on 8 large farm (70 km from Bendigo). 


Lunch will be either at. Twigg, 's or one of the following places. 
The afternoon will involve visiting some of the following locations:- 


* Cadzow's Swamp, a Black Box swamp. 

* Freemantle's Reserve on the Serpentine-Mitiamo Road. 
* Serpentine Creek at Bear's Lagoon. 

* Calivil Cemetery. 

* A property on which Bush Curlews may be found. 


Tony and Alf will be checking these locations before to decide which are the 
best on the day. 


COMMITTEE REPORT JUNE 15th 1988 


1, A special committee meeting was held on June 1 to discuss the Bendigo 
flower booklet. We are seeking further sponsorship for the production, 


2. Letters sent to Senator Coulter, J.Brumby and N.O'Keefe encouraging action 
-to, reduce use of substances lnown to deplete the ozone a of the 
atmosphere with far reaching effects on flora and fauna. 


Bhs Report received from Loddon Campaspe Regional Planning AOR re: 
‘ Whipstick Planning Provision Ammendment for our consideration, 


4. ixploring Maryborough booklet - orders to be taken at July General Meeting. 
Beeman Supper preparation roster has been prepared for the months to December. 
6. Next meeting at W.Demeo's on 20 July at 8.00 p.m., Kamarooka. 
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BI-CENTENNIAT, GEM SHOW - A special Bi-Centennial Gem and Mineral Exhibition . 
will be held by the Bendigo Gem Club in the Strathdale Community Centre, 

Crook St sreet, Bendigo, on the second weekend in September 

Models of Tall Ships and showeases depicting Bi-Centennial themes using all 
Australian material will be displayed. Other Bi-Centennial ‘sections will feature 
Australian stone cut and polished into cabochons and faceted stones made from 
Australian gem stones. Amongst the sterling silver jewellery will be MSTA 

of Australian plants and animals. 

Crafts being demonstrated will include: Silversmithing by Ron. Tremewan, Gem » 
stone faceting by Roy Allen, China painting, gem. tree making and fleece pictures. 
The exhibition will be held: on Saturday lLOth of Sept. from 11.30 a.m, to 9 p.m, 
and Sunday 11th Sept. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Strathdale Community 

Centre, Crook Street, Bendigo. 

Meals and refreshments will be available. Admission:Adults $1.50. Children 50c. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1987-88 


PRESIDENT Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd.,R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kaumarooka, R.S.D,Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St., Eaglehawk 46 7325 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd., R.S.D.Sedgwick 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon kKamarooka, R.S.D.,Raywood ' 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION/SYLLABUS .. John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
ORGANISER a 

LIBRARIAN Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom 48 4396 
WHIRRAKEE CO-ORDINATOR Graham Hill 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 42 4016 


Membership of the Bendigo Fiéld Naturalists Club is open to all those interested 
in natural history. The.membership subscription rates are: Single $13.00, . 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children $8.00. Whirrakee subseription only $13.00. 


General ects are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Conference 
coms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings start at: 
7.30 p.m. and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in Sesame, 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services . 

Complex in Havlin St, Rast, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10,00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a Saturday 

or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the weekend following 

the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times in a year, usually | 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups:- 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. 
in member?s homes as announced in the monthly Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42 4016). 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an "as required" tasis. As far as ISHN ANGNUNES 
m etings details will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary. 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe, 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo (43 7673). 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
im member's homes as announced in the monthly Diary i oa : 
President: Ian Fenselau, Buckland Street, White-Hills 48 4384 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD ee GROUP meets on the first Sunday in‘the month, 
from pm. -OO p.m., at the Education Department Special Services x 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with their younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 

Ian Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 


MEETINGS 
Wed July 13 


Wed August 10 


EXCURSIONS 
Sun. July 17 


Sun. Aug.14 


Sun, Sept.18°: 


Sat.Sept.24 - 
Sat.Oct.1 


~ DIARY - - ~ 


Subject: How should we manage our Kangaroos? 


Speaker: Dr.W.N.Holsworth, 


Subject: North Queensland. 
Speakers: Ern and Grace Albins. 


Full day excursion to the Dharnya Centre in the Parmeh Forest, : 
The theme for the day will be Aboriginal archaeology and i 
way of life in the area. Special guides will show us the . 
forest and way of life, Full details on P.15 June Whirrakee. . ! 


' Please let John Lindner know whether you will be coming. 


Think ahead and plan sharing of cars. 


Planted and remnant vegetation of the Loddon River Plains. 
Leaders: Club members Tony Ford and Alf Howe who live in the 
area, Full details page 16, 


Acacias (and other interesting plants). 
Mr and Mrs Patullo's.garden, Olympic Parade, Maiden Gully. 


Campout in Big Desert with Mid-Murray F.N.C. Some details 
on page 18 of April "Whirrakee", Further details available 
in the future. 


Mt.Hotham., Study and photography of alpine wild-flowers, 
Accommodation at Jalanga Lodge on self-cater basis, 
$50.00 per person for the full week, Further details: 
Rob Watkins 43 4891. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Aug.5 


BOTANY GROUP 
Thurs,July 28. 


MANMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thurs,July 21 


JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP 


Sun. August 7 


. Bird of the Night: 


Speaker: Mr Ken Bodinnar, Subject: "A Wetlands Survey". 
Weebills,. 


7,30 p.m. at J.Kellam's home, 7 Patrick St., Benge: 


— 


7,30 p.m. at Rob and Glen. Moors home, Sedgwick. 


Greenhood Orchids. With further good rain, greenhood orchids, 
along with other Spring.flowers should be widespread. 
Leader: Rod Orr. 


COMMITTEE MEETING ~~ 


Wed, duly 20 


8.00 p.m, at W.Demeo's home, Kamarooka. 


